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ERRATA. 

P. 6* !• 21. /«r even rtad ev4r»r-f* 7-1* ^h- ff (v^cn^t^read fcene* 
— *p. 15. 1. II. for but though y^ nfay abhor the crimes,. jt docs not at 
firft fight appear likely that we, read fuch is our abhorrence of the crimes, 
that it does not, at firft fight appear likely we.— p. 17. 1. 15. /br fuere 
read vixere.— p. 22. 1. xi. /or Mve may know rM^ we may difcover.— 
p. 23.1. 14. /or -Mr. Cray's ^ill, read Mr. ,Gr.ay*Sj, wjH,— p. 24. 1. 7»/or " 
profit read profits.— -p. 25. 1. 8. for oi e^^re^ion read andexprefiion.— * 
p. 25. 1. lo./or he r^^i^ the man.— p. 30. 1. 17. after I do confiefs the cape, 
tfrfrf the obje^Ion is admitted.— p. 37. !• i. emit but— p. 37. 1. 4. for an« 
num rM</ aevum.— p. 54. 1. 8. omit was.— >f . 66. 1« zo^for keeps fwif keep. 



Digitized by 



Google 



[fih' 



""> ^^ "^ !'':, ' >. ' 



.. ^^ V-: •. ^, 



••■•) .•• -...-^ 



• • : ■ , . /•'}•• ' • ■ - ■ "* 

IT hath ISeeij oFIatefafliibnaKlfiYo decry ^ 
pi:ecc<lent, -^riS tp^omb'ait ks forttief"^^ 
infltience dhgovernriientandlaws: hutiiari "" 
authority hath hotbedn treated with nibre ' 
refp^ft m felrgious cckittotcfCy ; proceed-^ 
ings which perhaps do not irf^ct the rfitirc ^ 
approbation bf Dn Johhfon j yet in poeti- * 
cal mattets he is certaiiilya bbld innovator. 
T& suXfbor of thefe: remarks hith^^^-^ 
tared fortiii not invdefiasce of that defer- ^ 
v«41y great naiWi but kf defence of ano- ; 
iiktj to which -^the ■ idedifions iof the critic : 
a«e In ^geiiei^l thougiitiirei^ injucious^. and 
by fome not> wdlvibafidcdk . Jtlfc has.atf? . 
teeipted to ground, this vid^fencc ghi^fly 
vLpon authority« ; tte aittfadtity ^f/'pafS^ie^i^ 
B found 
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found in celebrated writers, ancient or 
rtiodern, fimilar to thofe which are ccft- 
Aired in the poems of Mr. Gray. It is 
not pretended that thefe examples ar6 in- 
fallibJe, yct^ in extenuation of the offence 
of thofe that have followed them, it may 
be pleaded, that before |he publication of 
the Lives of the Englifli Poets they were 
confidered as the only ftandards of tafte, 
-ind the models of compofition. In that , 
period lived and wrote Mr. Gray; and 
^twithftanding the /anguine cloud the 
Breath oi Y!>t. Johnfon has raifed, it is yet 
to be hoped that, if not to-morrDw, yet 
at fome future, and perhaps not very dif- 
tant period; he 



• repairs the gjdT^jif n flood. 



And warms the nations with red^bled ray. 

It is not from . this feeble and unwarliJkc 
hand that fuch a vidory i$ expefled ; this 
poor attempt, if evei? noticed, muft^foOn 
be forgotten, while Dr. Johnfon's book 
will remain the audientic record of tb* 
lives, and the regiftcr of the merits of th« 
Eftglifti [xiets; but the works of Prior 
and of Gr^ will alfo live; and exhibit 

I ftriking 
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ftriking proofs that prejudice may not only 
blind an able, hut even warp a candid critic. 
The firft inaufpicious token of Dr. 
Johnfon's difapprobation appears in his 
cehfure of Agrippina; and Mr. Weft's 
diflike of that attenmpt the Dodtor con** 
fidcrs as the great circumftancc by 
which he merited the efteem of Mr* 
Gray ; but that every reader will confirm 
Mr. Weft's opinion, does not immedi- 
ately follow. On the contrary, it feems 
to require all the authority of Dr. Johnfon 
himfelf, from a fingUJimtasak^ and u 



few lines of another, to pronounce, that 
it was certainty no hfs to the Englilh 
fiage that Agrippina nvas never Jinijhedi 
but. 

The drama's laws the drama's patrons give. 

Let US hear Mr. Weft a little further ; for 
bis opinion wc are to confirm. 

" No una litura I beg you, no un ravel-' 
Mng of your web, dear Sir I only purfue 
it ^ little further, and then one ihall be 
able to judge of it a little better. You 
know the crifis of a play is in the firft acfl ; 
Ba its 
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its damnation or fiilvatiQn wliolly refts 
"^he're. But till th^t firft ,a6t is over, ev^ry 
.Body, fufpends his vote ; fo how do you 
think I can form, as yet, any juft ideaof 
the fpeecbes in regard to their length or 
fhortnefs. The conne<5tion and fymmctry 
of fiich littl? parts with one another muft 
naturally efcape ,mfe, as not haying the 
plan of the whole, in my head; neither 
can, I. decide about the thoughts, vvhether 
they are wrong or fuperflqous; they may 
have, fome -future tendency, which I per- 

xeivcnot^t" ' ' 

Mr. Wc:ft pbjeded only to the length 
of tbp fpeeches/ and the language a^? anti- 
nuat?jd.-T-The former might be juftly 
reprehertfibie; but was not, 'as Mr, Mafon 
has .(bcwa,.-iticorrigible._.HQw,^^^ the 
l^tec.is defeqfible may be. gathered ,6:001 
yir] Gray's anfwer,. which I Hope to be 
ftxcyfed fpr mixing with the trafh fh^t 

fi>rr9^n4$ ii* • , 

^ * Ltt.V. ^c; -3. K^rl'G'stktch: »^^^ 

■ •; , • . ■;■ .-^^-You 

,"■ /h-i i-'-.t lit ;■! V'l'l *-' ^---♦- -■'- ''• • ■' 
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J^^W# ^v!^^.?iL«,H' J^v^fvfejafil^ 

5r this way.: and aopnc 
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fccfcons it great m after of onr poetieal 
tongne.—Full of mujeful mopini(s~\inlil» 
the trim of love — a pleafant beverage^^ 
ttmndelay of love—ftood filent m hismodd 
—with kndts and knares deformed— hb 
ireful mood^^in proud arny—YAt boon was 
granted-^^and di/array and (hameful rout«-*- 
"wayward but vj'ik—furbijhed for the fieH 

•—the foiled doddered Odk^^^dijherited ^ 

\jmouldering flames-^rtfCiM^ of lawa— — 
crones old and ugly — the beldam at hi« fide 
•—the grandam-bag—vitlanize his father's 
fame.<--But they are infinite ; and our lan- 
guage not bdng a fettled thing (like the 
French) has an undoubted right to words 
of an hundred years old, provided anti^ 
quity have not rendered them unintelli^ 
gible. In truth, ShakefpeareV language 
is one of his principal beauties ; and he 
lias no lefs advantage over your Addifbns 
and Rowet in this, than in thofe othet 
great excellencies you mention. Every 
word in him is a pidure. Pray put me 
the following lines into the tongue of our 
modem dramaticks : 

But 
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. B«t t, Aat aa out fluped ibr'fportivc tricks, 
Kor made to court an amorous looking-glafs : 
I, that am rudely ftampt, and want love's majefif 
To Strut btf&re a wsinton ambling nympli : 
^ I, that am curtailed of this fair proportion. 
Cheated of feature by diflembling natuie, 
DeA>rmMj nnfinifh'd, fent before my time 
Into Ail breathing world, jfistfCf half made up. 

And what Follows. To mc they appear 
untranllatable * ; and if this be the cafe>! 
our language is greatly degenerated. 
However, the affcdation of imitating. 
Shakcipeare may doubtlefs be carried too 
far J and is no fort of excufe for fenti- 
nj^nts ill-fuited, or fpecches ill-timed, 
which I believe Js a little the x:afe with 
me. I guefs the moft faulty expreffions 

Aay be ikizi^—Jilken fon of JaJlhnce ' 

irtmjitr preteofions— wrinkled beldams — : 
orchid^ hearer's brow^ .and rivet^hk: 

♦ The reader will forgive my putting him to the ftme 
SaH of exercife in profe, and reqne^g him to tranflate me 
' tUs fentence from Jer. Ti^lor : - 

• But there is a worfe fight than this yet, which in that great 
altembly (hall difthift our fight and ama2e our fpirits ; there 
mtn iball itMt iht partners of their fins, and them thtt 
drank the round, whc|i they crowned their heads with 
folly and foffftfajntft, and their cups with wine and 
noifts/ 

eyes 
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eyes xvi^^f^ficrp^l^^^^^ 
altej^od "pr . onirt;e<r j and: indecfil if tie 
thoughts ijbiJW,Kg»g; or fuperiluOttS,: thdre 
is nothing ^^tffliffif. thftJi to kave'oat tfie 
whole. The firft.f^ii or ;tw^^^ 
I believe^ tl|e -'b?ft,| j andas, ,^or. l|c ;rej(l, « I 
was betrayed into a. good de^ pf it |>y T^-. 
citiis i only Y^hat'he? has (aid in. five xvprdsi 
I, imagine I^liave' fald in fifty lines ': Aich 
is the jnisforturtc' pf ^imitating uie ihimi-'^ 
tame. Now,',if ypii arc^'of" my 'dfiftloft,^ 
iiiuinfWktc^^S^ii^^ tj^lteir t^aii^ 

a''iap^eifij ydtf'^^nedd nbr ftjrr tfnravelllrig* 
t&y wttb! • Vzxa Ta i^rt»Pf fptdtrV sAd ^hfivs" 
Httlt dfe-td do but ipfn it i3veHtgiin,- br* 
cireep'tpfdhic dtlier place and fpifi ^hci*»i 

I Al2srl»^fbr«hc Whb^iai "liotbirt^-tP d& Ijur. 

I dmtsi«fekh(6)f»-'l -bdieVfr itty-atiaifecafDfts;^ 
ah-^ as'4iit)eUmufin^gf^^«s-hiaft<:^lk^ .But^ 
no matter; jt. makes the hours pafs, and , 

I cannot help conddeting the coneefffi; 
iSons in this tetter .'^^s .4rifiHg; father fr^^ 
that doubt which: is naturii) to aaiiigQiiu-:^ 
Qus and inforni?cl ;hiii^i tMSSn^ difference '^ 

• Vid. kt. iv. f. 3. ^ •--"• 
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in opinion with thofc whofc judgment it 
rcfpeds, than either the force of argu- 
ment or the merit of the qucftion* Could 
J prefume to add any thing to fuch reafon- 
ing, Ifhouldfay, that a judicious writer^ 
would never feled obfolcte or quaint ex- 
preffions for imitation ; but whoever pro* 
pofcs for his copy that language of Shake- 
fpeare in which his tranfcendent beauties 
are left us, certainly follows the rhoft perfeA 
model that art or nature can fupply. Mr. 
Gray was not likely to imitate the faults 
only, and the fingularities of Shakefpeare ; 
^ portion of his divine fpirit feems to per- 
vade thefe lines : 

My thought aches zt him ; not the bafilift 
More deadly to the iight, than is to zne 
The cppl injurious eye of frozen kindnefs. 
, I will not meet its poifon— • ^ 

And ypu, ye manes of ambition's viftims, 
Enihrined Claudius, with the pitied ghofts, 
OftheSylkni, doom 'd to early death, 
<Ye unavailing horrors, fr^itlcfs crimes) 
If from the realms of night my voice ye hear. 
In lieu of penitence and v^n remorfe 
Accept my vengeance. Tho* by me ye bled. 
He was the caufe. My love, my fears for him, 
Dry'd the foft ^rings of pity in my heart, 

Q And 
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Yet ifyour injur!d fhades dfen^and my late. 
If murder cries f6r marder; bloo^ for blood; - • 

- Let mc not fall alone ; but Or dih his pride:, \ : J , I 
And fink the uaito;- i?i hi3 mothqr'g ruii\ *. 

What cannot 'f)e read wiibput ^qoc^iofj. 
c§ftamly \% pot wfitteji vyit|iout ipirju 
But in cgntroverly it is confifjcrcj^ j^^ "pf^j^r 
to attribute principles or opinions to any 
fect.whjch they difclaim ; in criticifm can^ 
^ it be flflite. candid to animadvert on the 
rough draught of a youthful fragnient ne- 
ver, intended hy its avithpr for publication ? 
Upon tl^e whole, Mr. Gray, or any man,' 
. muft bp happy in a friend' of fuph fuperior 
talle, genius, and fenfibility, as Mr. Weft;' 
but I fee not that either he or the world' 
have, on that account, any particular ob- 
ligations to tfet excellent young man, if 
his criticifms, hovi'ever ingenious and fin- 
cere, tended to abridge the poetical labours 
of Mr. Gray, who certainly, on his part, 
had an equal title to the efteem of his . 
friend, from bis very exwlknt letter to 

* We ajuil z^x(ii^ with M.r. W^^ in preferjng tiy fop- 
teen lad to the t^flve lirttjirjes m theirj fcen.c ;. nor i* it 
ripriilng that the friend iii tjiis alliance, fhould be 4- 
better cri i: than the author. Vid. letter v. fefl. 3. 
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him on his quitting the T^mpTe/which U 
commended, I think Dr. Johnfon wiIT 
allow, not btyond its merit, by Mr. Ma- 
fon ; whofe opinion it is that Agrippina 
could have excited horror only i the 
fubjed: indeed promifes no mcfre; biit 
who knbwj what pafTions might havd beerr 
excited by fo mafterfy a writer iii ther 
courfe of the, performance j already 

ftliis terroribos imDlet- 

Tinl rmiiign yiniiny jimui^ thc crimes, it 
does not at firft {>ght appear Jikely itat .we 
fhould commiferatc the fufFerings of the 
enormoufly wicked ; yet Macbeth is a talc 
full of horror and crimes; and who can 
help pitying the hero himfclf, when he 
reads thcfe lines ♦• 

I iave livM leng enough ; my way of life 

Is fall'n into the fear, the yellow leaf 2 

And that, which (honld accompany ^zgt^ 

As honour, love, obedience, troops of friends, ^ 

I muft not look to have : but, iu their ftead,' j 

Curfes not loud but deep, mouth- honour, breath, j 

Which the poor heart would fain deny, and dare not* | 

* Much le(k when Garrick pronl>unced them in that 
fweet, melancholy tone of voice, which we fhall nevtr hear 

C 2 The 
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The powers of the author, rather than the 
rank or the virtues of bis per/ons, intcrcft us 
in their fate. I have only to add, that if 
Dr. Johnfon was to remark on the frag- 
ments of Mr. Gray, he might have noticed 
others of a more popular caft than Agrip- 
pina, which, upon his own principles, de- 
ferved praife, and which Mr. Weft had not 
cenfured. 

If it be reafonable to wifli the thoughts 
that breathe^ and the words that burn^ 
of Mr. Gray had never been produced, 
it is reafonable to wi(h he had confined 
himfelf to Latin poetry ; bujt certainly no 
friend to his memory, perhaps a critic, 
genuinely unprejudiced and impartial, 
would not have wiftied it j for, what is 
the reputation gained by modern Latin 
poetry ? In its beft days, if it aimed at 
originality, it loft its merit with the con- 
noifleurs in the art : if it ftuck to its pro- 
per models, to thofe fcholars, and there 
are many not inelegant, who did never 
cultivate it, it appeared a mere cento 
from the ancients. 

There 
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Thjcrc «e charming . things in^ Mr. 
Gray's Latin verfes : 

Hxrent fub omoi nam folio nigri 
Phcebxa luci cxedite fomnia. 

His lines on the death of Mr. Weft it U 
alnioft impoflible to read without fhedding 
tears J but thefc beauties ftand in the midft 
of entertaining and interefting letters that 
illuftrate and recommend them. The de- 
licate Hendeca fyllables on the death of 
Frederic Prince of Wales were praifcd ia 
the Adventurer; but fuch poetry, how- 
ever e:?cellent, requires more pbpular 
profe to celebrate and record it *. 
^^^ - '^Vhen 



f fortes ante Agamemnona 
Molti, t^c. 

The reader will, I hope, think himfelf obliged tome 
for prefenting him with a very elegant and affeding copy 
of verfes, by the late Nicho las Hardinge. Efq; on the 
death df a beloved child. 

NATE, vale ! coeli tibi templa beata petenti 

Dat facilem, fceleris nefcia vita, fugam. 
At mihi fpcm dederas, orifque animique venullas 

Et puerile decus pignoris inftar erant, 
Tc fore quern dod^ mea vellet £tona cohort^ 

Addere, Pieria; prolis Etona parens. 
Qsem meus expeteret Camus, cui plaudcret olim 

Curia, quem lata difceret aure Themis : 
Te fore qui mecum curis elapfus ct urbe. 

Me fene defupt* fila itiovente lyr«. 

Scu 
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When Dr. Johnfon tells us, that in 
Bentleys edition of Mt. Grays poems ofily 
one Jide of the leaf was printed, that they 
might in fome form or other make a book % 
he ought to have added, that the writer 
had no advantage in the fale of them: 
authorcraft was certainly not among the 
things with which Mr. Gray is charge- 
able. Boo^s have been, without the fmall- 
efl doubt, before and fince that day, re- 
commended by plates ; authors of the higheft 
rank have not difdained to be fellow la- 
bourcrs with the engraver.; what {hare the 
art of the latter had in recommending the 
produdions of the fornaer, may not be 
eafy to decide; but it may well be fup- 
pofed, as both have contributed to fwelU 
they have alfo condefcended, to {hare the 
cmolurncnts of the ftill more illuflrious 
perfonage, the bookfeller ; who con- 
Sea Trenta ad ripas, Thamefim feu propter amoenum^ 

Aufonios caneres, iEoliofve modos. 
Fata vetant, hominumque negant te reddere nugis. 

Nee prohibent cineri me Aiperefle tuo. 
Tu pofito carnis velamine, (quale videmus 

^quoreis lotum furgere fydus aquis) 
Ncc made, nee fcbre dolcns, novus advcna coeliy 

Fletibus humanis invia regna petis; 

tended 
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tended for the gratuitous favours of Mr. 
Gray : for wc find, long after the original 
publication of his poems, Mr. Fowlis re- 
^ucfting his; permiffion to put forth aii 
elegant edition of them, notwithftanding 
Dodfley had contrived to glut the town 
with two editions beforehand, ond of 
1500, the other 750*: and now when 
the plates have been repeatedly excelled, 
the charnos of novelty and the prejudices 
ofiniputedaffiadtation are evidently ceafed, 
various editions ftill appear of that fa- 
VqurUe author, the original copy of whofe 
works was g fVc^gift to his^printeE^ . ) 

In ;i757 ^^ puhlifhed The Progrefs of 
Poetry and The Bard, two compojitions at 
which th^rmd^rs of poetry were atjirji con-^ 
tented to gaze in mute amazement. Some 
that tried them confejfed their inability to 
underfland them^ though Warburton /aid 
that they were under Jiood as well as the 
works tf Milton and Shakefpeare, which Jt />: 
tbefajhion to praifi. Garrick wrote a few 
lines in tfieir praije, , Some hardy cbampiofis^ 
undertopk to refcue them from negleSl^ and. 

* Vid. letter Ivi. from Mr. Gray to Mr. Beattie, fcft. 4. 
f>f Mr. Gray's letters pubiiihed by Mr, Mafon, 

in 
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in a Jhort time many were content to bn 
Jhewn beauties which they could not fee. * 

Malevolence may be gratified with con- 
tepiptuQus language fo well pointed ; but 
what is this to fay? that thefe two odes 
were at iirft thought obfcure : Warburton 
plainly laid it to the ignorance of ordinary 
readers. Garrick praifed them, who was 
himfclf a verfe writer of the mod eafy and 
unafFcdcd ftyle. It is indeed fomething 
furprizing that many were contented to be 
jhewn beauties which they could notfee^ con- 
fidcring the general propenfity there is to 
cavil, and the vanity in difcovering' 
the faults of an author ; but I am afraid 
the number will now prove ftill greater of 
thofe, who will be delighted with being 
/hewn faults which they could not difco- 
ver. The genius or tafte of an author be- 
comes difputable, when his works have 
been at firft eagerly and univerfally read, 
and arc loft with the fafhion of the day; 
but furely to have been ill received or ill 
underftood at firft, and afterwards to halve 
acquired notvs^ithftanding, a fplendid and 

* Vid. the Life of Gray. 

perm^- 
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permanent reputation — this is a victory of 
the moft flattering kind*. To what other 
author was this ever objeAed, by a candid 
tritic? Voltaire has, r think, in fome of 
his publications, a fimilar ftrifturc on 
Milton. One cannot but obferve, tW ^ 
the reader's judgement is foreft ailed; and 
v^c have not gone through more than halT 
the life of Gray, when it is forefeen what 
opinion will bt given of his works. But 
Ml". Gray was^ it fcems, /itf/e affeSledby fwd 
cdis m Oblivion and Oifcuriiy^ in ^hich bii 
ijric performances were ridiculed with mtt^h 
contempt and much ingenuity. -^It is hardly 
enough to fay of his coolnef$> that h6 
vfzB but iittte aff'eSled i for he acknowledges 
that ^r. Colman makes tolerable Jun with 
him 'fi but time (hewed that he had but 
little rcafon to be hurt with this ridicule^ 
which, however ingenious, was certainly 
illiberal, perfonal, and unprovoked. Thofe 
who were at firft contented to be (hewn 
beauties which they could not (^^ ftill 
perfifted, at leafl: till the publication of 

^ Non famum ex fulgare fed ex fiimo dare lucem. 
t Vid. let, xxxix. f. 4. 

D the 
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the fourth volume of the Lives of the 
EngliOi Poets, to admire the Bard and the 
Progress of Poetry. Of the Odes on Ob- 
livion and Obfcurity it muft be lamented, 
that what it was at firft thought neceffary 
to celebrate and explain in Lloyd's Evening 
^ofi, the pen of Dr. Johnfon has been cm- 
ployed to revive. I know not what feel- 
ing the Lexiphanes or the Ghoft excited 
in the bre^of that great critic, (perhaps 
we may fe^g ^wlTcn he writes the Life of 
Churchill), I have beard, when one in his 
company mentioned the Canons of Criti- 
cifm, as having galled and humbled Dr. 
Warburton, that he replied, A fly may fting 
a horfe, but the horfe will ftill be a horfe, 
and the $y no more than a fly j but for this 
anecdote I have no better voucher than the 
vnautborifed loquacity of common fame*. But 
why did Mr. Gray only believe himjelfto 
have made a refolution to refign bis profejbr^ 
Jbip, if be found be could not difcbarge tbe 
4uties of tbe office t IJe appears in his let- 
t^t% to have been very ferious, and a man 

• VM. Ufp of Davy Mallet. 
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of hit delicacy, who could afTord to give 
away fomething of the little he had before, ^ 
may well be fuppofed fufficiently refolute 
to have difpenfed with the addition, ra- 
ther than labour under the confcieace and 
concern that he did not fulfil the terms on 
which he had received it. Plans of Icfturcs 
drawn out, and inauguration fpcechet 
begun, (hould be confiidered as fomething 
more than xa^xt defigns of reformation. 

Hi that reads bis epijlolary narration 
nvijhes, that to travel, and to tell his travels f 
had been more of his employment. He that 
reads any thing of Mr. Gray's, will, if he 
has feeling as well as tade, wi(h that he 
had written more ; and therefore I fincerely 
wi(h Mr« Mafon would give us all the 
rcli<9:s he can fpare of his friend, his tranf^ 
lations, his mere tranllations ; I would 
have every word of his Statins, which ir 
indeed in Dryden't bcft manner, and pf 
Propertius and Tibullus. 

He bad a notion not very peculiar 9 that 

be could not write but at certain times, 

or in happy moments, afantq/lickjbppery, t0 

D 2 Vfbieb 
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which my tittdnefsfor a man of Jearmng and 
of virtue wi/hes himfuperior. 

Surely thefc arc hard words i a ftrong 
man in health may certainly delve in a^ 
field or a garden whenever he pleafcst. 
Steele could produce a paqipblet, and 
dine the fame day upon the profits; per- 
haps Dr. Johnfon, from a cotaimon-placc 
book, or a mind (as his phrafe is) well 
ftored, may draw out an effay any hour 
in thfc day ; if even imitations, fuch as 
his are of Juvenal, flow with equal obedi- 
ence and facility 3^ it is tf^ be wiflied he 
would favour us with raorc of them : but 
whatever derufioa was in the genius of 
Socrates, or the nightly vifitant of Mil- 
ton, what is called a fantajlic foppery in 
Mr, Gray may be accounted for on prin-^ 
ciples very cafily Conceived. Every thing 
be wrote is written with uncommon ener- 
gy, and ftrongly indicates the fituation of 
the author's mvci^-;; In his Qde to Spring 
he wears the fober eye of contemplation : 
Philofopby and refigion animate bim in 
tljat to Adverfity s Heas borjic abng with 
various feelings, in the progrcfk of poetry. 

He 
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He exults and weeps with the Bard; and it is 
a very probable conje<aure of Mr. Mafon's, 
that the death of Mr. Weft threw him into 
that ftatc of tnind which produced the 
Elegy io the Church-Yard. Fromhi^ let- 
ters we find, that he bad very weak nerves ; 
can fuch be fcrewcd up at pleafure, to the 
conception dn^xpreflion of fublimc or vi- 
gorous fentiments ? When they are not in ^^ ^^^ 
tune to the fubjeft h^has in contempla-^ 
tion, it is ^s cruel as vain to demand rf 
/ongfrom bm in bis. beavine/s ; it is like 
bidding him produce verfes in the croud 
of London or of Rome*. Though Black- 
ropre could do this from phlegm, or Savage 
urged by mifery, Horace did not thmk it 
fo prafticable. With all the facility of 
Dryden and Waller at a prologue or a pre- 
face, a fong or a fpeech, it may be well 
doubted if either was always inafituation 
of mind adapted to the produftion of the 
great Ode on Mufic. or the Amoret and 
Sachariffa. Surely Dr. Johnfon has here de- 
viated from his u/ual good humour, full as 
• I, nunc et verfas tecvua meditarc cworos. 

much 
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much as Dr.Warton did, when he compared 
Mr. Addifons Blenheim to a Gazette in verfe. 

Grays poetry is nona to be confidered* 
(Nothing to be furc has been yet faid of* 
it), and Dr. Johnfon hopes not to be looked 
en as an enemy to his name^ if be confejfes 
that he contemplates it with ^fs pleafure than 
his life. 

The Ode to Spring is confefTed to have 
fomething poetical both in the language and 
the thoughts ; but the language is too luxuriant f 
and the thoughts have nothing new. The 
reader will, I hppe, pardon my prefump- 
tion ; I cannot help thinking it is here re^ 
folutely Jhewn^ that an objedion, as well 
as a rhymef is fometimes mad^ when it 
cannot properly be found. Something 
poetical both in language and thought! 
Surely every thing, fcenery, imagery, per- 
fpnification, the moft delicate fentiments, 
the moft elegant cxpreffion; the air is 
peopled, and with inhabitants who arc 
not called into exiftencc for nothing : It is 
the very fong out of which Jacques might 
fuck melancholy. But where is the lan- 
guage 
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guagc too luxuriant ? Tie compound epithets 
iif Gray have been cenfured J but this affords 
only three, ftriajy fpeaking : the firft, 
rofy-bofomed is Milton's, even in its appli- 
ration*: the mofs grown beech ^ the gayly 
gilded trim^ are at once fo pidurcfquc and 
natuiral, that they need no apology : I 
cannot guefs at what bejides the Dodor 
points, if by luxuriant he meant epi^ 
thets that might well be fpared, (Luxu^ 
riantia compe/cetj tliere appeats to be but 
one of that defcription. 

The water's rufhy brink, 

iwhich few reaxkrs will deem to be an un- 
fair addition. But, The thoughts have no- 
thing new : I requeft Dr. Johnfon will tell 
us what there is, or what there ever was 
;7^^,.in the Eheufugaces Fofthume^ Pojihume^ 
the Otium Divos, the various* moral re- 
iledions from the Epicurean Philofo- 
phy, which make a confiderable part of 
^Imoft every ode in Horace; yet who- 
ever obje(3:cd to them on that account? 
Jf it be allowed that there is nothing 

• Comjis, line 986, 

new 



Digitized by 



Google 



i 28 ] 

new in the thoughts of this ode, furely thejf 
can never be deemed fuch as would have 
occurred to an ordinary mind, or that ^ 
vulgar hand could have fo cloathed and 
recommended to out' notice. If elegant 
fentiments finely exprciTcd, that fpeak at 
once^ to the underftanding and the heart, 
are not to be exploded with fidion and 
mythology, thefe lines will ftill be re- 
membered and felt : 

Alike the bufy and the gay 

But flutter through life*s little tiay. 

In fortunes varying colours dreft ; 
Brufh'd by the hand of rough mifchance. 
Or chiird by age, their airy dance 

They leave in daft to reft. 

This is the morality that is natural indeed 
hut too fiale^ and the conclufioft is pretty. 
Would I could do it with as good a grace, 
I mean fiipported by fuch rep\itation, I 
Would not only tell it as Algerotti does, 
aloreccbi^9 but proclaim it on the houfe 
tops ; that this is at leaft equal to the, 

Dulce eft defipere in loco, 

and exaftly in the fame manner. 

• In the car. 

But 



Digitized by 



Google 



r n 1 

fiut farther, J'bere has of late mfen a 
fraSice of giving to adjectives, derived from 
Jiihjiantivesr the termination of participles i 
Jucb as the cultured plain, the dafied bank 5 
but twasforry to fee, in the lines ofafcbo^ 
lar like Gray^ the honied fpring. The mo- 
rality is natural, but too Jlalei the conclu-^ 
fon is pretty. 

Mr. Gray is certainly much obliged 
by Dr. Johnfon's tender concern fpr his 
faoie. The cultured is perhaps unnecef-* 
£iry> when' we have the cultivated plain. 
The dajied bank feems to be admiiSible 
and cafyt for the bank bearing or covered 
with dafies : but what has this to do with 
honied^ Mr. Gray took the word as he 
found it in Milton and Shakefpeare : if the 
application is wrongs becaufe the fpring is 
not honied, or mellifluous, or mellifluent^ 
or producing, or flowing with, honey, or 
any other ^ood reafon, \t is another ques- 
tion • The obfervation as it flands does 
not reach the word it points at, to which 
Mr. Gray gave 00 new tcrmifl^tiont nor, 

£ in 
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in this inftancc at Icaft, any caufe^ for Dr> 
Jobnfon's pity or concern. 

The Poem of the Cat^ confejfedty a 
triJJe^ is not, in Dr. Johnfon's idea, a hap^ 
py trifley 

Hae nugae feria ducunt , 
In mala 

for in whatever light the author confidered 
it, it has proved a delicate mbrfel for the 
critic ; the Alpine wolf* did not devour 
Mr. Walpolc's little fpani^lwith more 
ferocity than Dr. Johnfoa has torn to 
pieces the unfortunate Selima. , 

In the fir II fianza the azure flowers that ^ 
blow, jhew rejolutely a rhyme is fometimes 
made when it cannot eafih ^^P^J* * ^ -^^ 
, I do confefs the cape^; tne powers tnat 
blow do not blow. Had Mr. Gray often 
"Written thus, it would have been vain ta 
blame, and ufelefi to praife him. But then^ 
Selima the cat is called a nymph withfome 
violence to Jenfe and language. Surely 
not with much more than fhe is called 



♦ Vid. Mr. Gray's Letters, foft. ii. I. \o 
t Taming of the Shrew. 
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Seiimaf or Hcns^Damcs. We have in Mil- 
ton 

Stoutly Ilruts his dames before. 

and in Drydcn, in the tale of the Nun's 
Pfieft, Partlet is called dame and madam 
repeatedly; the. cock had bcfidjes Jlx 
miJfeSf and is thus reproached by his fa- 
vourite wife^ 



By Heaven above 



Thou haft for ever loft thy lady^t love. 
No wom(^u caa endure a recreant knight. 

Which lafl line ftands exadtly as does 

What female heart can gold defpife ? . , . -, 

She proceeds. 

Our fex defircsaA«c^itWand 2i friend. 
Who can our honour, and his own defend. 

and no one reader, i believe, of common 
Jenfff uncorrupted witb literary prejudices ^ 
ever confidered thefe apellations and af- 
futaptions of the titles arid ch^radter of a 
woman, when ufed in fable or burlefquc, 
as violations offenjh or language. 
' But there is good ufe made of this when if 
is done% for of the two lines 

E2 What 
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5Jirhat ftm;>lc heart can gold defplfc r 
What cat's avcrfe to fi(h ? 

thefirjl relatei merely tithenympb, the 
feeond to the cat onfy. 

No fuch thing; the former is a mere 
ilrokc, and not furely a forced or inclc^ 
gant one, upon feniale avariccj; and arofe 
naturally enough from the cat*8 being a 
female. As a female loves gold, ib a cat 
U fond of fifli. Though more flat, would 
it, in pr, Jfohnfon's idea, have been 
lefs liable to objedion had it ftood, in- 
flead of the haplefs nympb^ PoorSelima? 
for this nymph that is feparatcly referred 
to, has whiil^erS and claw;, 

A whKker firft, and then aclaiy 
jShc ftrctch'd, &c. 

Whocycr is plcafcd pr taught by fuch 
critipifm, . muft be contenf to kjheipri faults 
tfuit he could not fee. 

^he fixtb flanm fwfms a mekncboly 
frutb, that favQurife b^s no friend i but 
iince it is a |rulh. Dr. Johnfon, whp is fp 
fond pf tr»tb, efjpcpiall^ z% pp pfh^r pcrfon 

pycr 
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ever did, fliould not objed to it ; but I fuf* 
pedt the ftanza difpleafcd tbe Do^or oa 
another account ; for it is full of naughty 
mythology. , Not only Tom and Sufan, mere 
poetical creations, are iaid not to hav9 
beard; but 

No dolpkia came^ do Nereid Qixt^A 

And though this is alfo ftridtly true, yet 
it wears the air oi fidHon^ and therefore 
perhaps, incredulus odit. • 

But tbt lafi ends in a pointed fentence tf 
no relation to tbe furpofei if what gHflered 
bad been gold^ tbe cat would not have gone 
mto tbe water; andif Jhe had, would mi. 
fefs have keen drowned. 

Clearly not j and how is it faid that Q» 
would, or implied by the poet? yet fufclf. 
it is tetrfhly remarked, that the poem end* 
in a fmtfd /entence of no rf lotion to th 
furpofi. . 

The cat may fairly be fuppofcd to be' 
tempted by the ihinli^ quality of hef 
prey, (which, by the bye, no rulgtf'. 
powers of dcfcription are exerted iii paint* 
ing.) The £{hes certainly would not e»t 
better for their Tyrian hue; a perch in the 
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jaws of a cat might be a better thing than 
a golden fifli : in this fenfe, therefore, all 
that gliftered nvas not gold^ not fo valuable 
as it • appeared. But I have another de- 
fence to fet up I the fable was ended with 
the death of the cat ; the laft ftanza con- 
tains the mofal only, evidently addreflcd 
to women. The prey was unlawful ; the 
cat was tempted by finery to fnatch it; it 
looked like gold, and was not gold. She 
fell lA the purfuit of it ; heedlefs hearts 
and wandering eyes are often feduced by 
fimilar temptations, and the confequenccs 
arc found to be no lefs fatal. Such allu- 
fions were once confidered as fair, and fuf-t 
ficient to afford a moral and ufefql reflec- 
tion. When they ceafe to be fo, whatever 
we may gain in corre<Snefs, we fhall not 
be richer in fentimcnt, or, may be, hap- 
pier in expreffipn. ■ 

The profpeS of Eton College fuggep nothing 
to Gray, which eviry reader does not equalfy 
think and feet. 

This is the admonitus locorum with a 
vengeance. What, then, upon feeing the 

turrets 
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turrets ofEton, every man, in his way to 
Bath, London, or perchance Oxford, im- 
mediately thinks and feels^ and caot 
if he pleafes> write thus ? 

Ye diftant fpircs, ye antique towers. 

That crown the watery glade. 
Where grateful fcie;ice ftill adores 

Her Henry's holy (hade. 

Or thus : 

Thcfc fliall the fury paffions tear. 

The vultures of the mind, 
Difdainful Anger, pallid Fear, 

And Shame, that Ikulks behind ; 
Or -pining Love fhall wafte their youth ; 

Or Jealoufy, with rankling tooth. 
That inly gnaws the fecret heart ; 

And Envy wan, and faded Care, 



Or thus : 

The ftings of Falfehood thofc fhall try. 
And hard Unkindnefs* alter'd eye. 

That mocks the tear it forc'd to flow j 
And keen Remorfe with blood defil'd. 
And moody Madnefs laughing \yild 

Amidft fevcreft woe. 

But I will venture to fay that no mant 
educated to any purpofe at Eton did 

ever 
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cvct come in fight of it without rccol- 
leding that bcautifol ftad^a. 

Ah happy bills ! ah pleafins i^# I 

Ah fields belov'd in vain ! 
Where once my orclcfs childhood ftray'4, 

< A (Iranger yet to pain ! 
I feel the gales* that from yc blow, 
A momentary blirs bcftow. 

As waving frefh their gladfome wing. 
My weary foul they feem'd to foothe. 
And, redolent of joy and youth, 
. To breathe a fecond ipring. 

This is a fentiment towUch every Etwx h£om 
returns an echo. 

It has btctt faid, that the fcntimciits in 
poetry ihould he ntturalt but not obvious. 
Now I do moft hutnWy infift, that of this 
defcription is the general caft of thofe in 
the ode on the diftant profpeA of Etoo 
College. 

But the poet's fu^luathn to Father thames^ 
to tell him who drives the hcop or te§es the hall^ is 
ufelefs and puerile. 

It is not remarked how well the driving 
the hoop, and the toffing of the ball is 
t»p»fled : 

What idle prcfgeny faceted 
To chafe the rolling circle's fpee4# 
Or urge the flying ball ? 

But 
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Father Tbantes has m bitif^ mItiUk «f 
knowing than bimfilf. 

^^"^'"if^^ t»e ^i^ not glide (in mai 
'oolubtlis mm) through the middle p/' 
the field where Ae boys playi but as fo 
doing, \i cannot be "With zhy ^reai H)iO' 
knee to poetical fen/e or language that he 
k titcd as, the genius of the pkce, thecon- 
ftaot witmifs and recorder of tlierr little 
fportJ oir.fttfdiftj. Had Mr. Gfay bfeeii. 
the fi^rft pe^fott that had ever calted upon 
a ritcr, or bad he prefumed to do fo after 
the pubKcatrpff of the Lives of the Ehglifli 
Poets, nothing could have beea faid in 
Ws defence i but as this is nti the cafcy 
I really think he is here treated, like his 
Odcsy ittitb much contempt, if not: -uoitb 
much ingenuity^ I will not infulf the 
mder'sraemory with a cloud of paffagc* 
from poets, wherein rtverS are called 
wpon. Of fuppoftd t6 be confdous of 
what paffes on their banks , the great kin^ 
of critics hath difmified them and th«ir 
^tendance, like placemen and penfioners, 
Wttfclcfs burdens oh the |)6ctical flate. 
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Vos ite folutae 



Adieu ye vales, ye mountains, ftrcams, and grdVes, 
A^iieu ye ihepherds, rural lays, and loves ; 
Adieu my flocks, farewell ye fy Ivah crew. 

Fiction, mythology^ blank 'verfe^ tidieu, 

TJiames heard the numbers as he flow'd along. 
And bade his willows learn the moving fong *• 

But whoever will turn to Windfor Fo- 
rt& will find that not only the knowledge 
of the Thames ii confidcrablfe, but his 
politenefs very great 5 for he makes 1st boW, 
as well as a fpeech ftnd i prophecy* Tbiis^ 
I grafit, may feetii I'ather tob much ; Mr* 
Pope perhaps did not think himfelf boiifKi 
to pay fuch implicit deference to the hints 
cfMr. AMjon ifi his Campaign, Or notice 
them in the fame way, as he utidoubiedly 
would, were he how living, the tnort 
authoritative di^tees iiTued in thfc Lives of 
theEnglifh Poets +. 

Still one word more : " What ailed thee* 
O thou fea; that thoufleddeft? thou Jordan, 
that thou waft driven back % ?" Tliis is 

• Audit Eurotas^ juflkq; cdifcere Lauras, 
f Vid. Lifeof Pbpe. 
jScePf. cxiv, V. 5. 

grounded 
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grounded on a h&, which I am no more in- 
clined to difputc or ridicule than Dr. John^ 
fon ; but the demand is clearly poetical; 
neither the Tea nor Jordan had better m^ans 
of information than David, not fo good, as 
it appears s for he aiks a queAion which he 
had hipfifelf refolved in the former part of 
the pfalm *. The fame fort of cxpoftulatiQa 
is ufed with the mountains : " Ye moun- 
tains, that ye ikipped like rams : and ye lit* 
tie hills, like young fheep ?" And the facred 
poet immediately anfwers for them : 
''Tremble, thou Earth, at the prefence 
of the Lord, at the prefence of the God of 
Jacob/' 

His (pitbef buxom health is not elegant % 
be ferns not to underjiand the word^ 

Why is buxom not elegant 1 how does it 
appear that Mr. Gray did not underftand 
the word| and why will not this defcrip- 
tion as well apply tp the he?ilth of children 
as to mirth? whom Milton qalls 



-A daughter fair. 



So iux9m biyche, and debonnaire. 

Cr 013 thought Jfis language more poetical^ as it 
♦ Vid. Pf. cxiv- 

F 2 IV as 
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l»45 more remote from common ufe : finding ifi> 

Dry den honey redolent of fpring, an exprejfm 

that reaches the utmojt limits of our language^ Gntf 

^ove it a little more heyond common affrebenftony 

hy making gales to he redolent of joy and youth. 

Ehcu 
jQustnci temer^ i^ nofmet legeoi fanciipos tntqaam ! 

Wl^at were Dr. Johnfon's opinions of 
the language of profe when he wrote the 
Rambler? What Mr. Gray thought of the 
language of poetry may be kno\yn ; for he 
has delivered himfelf very clearly, how pro- 
perly the reader may ji^dge fpni a former 
cxtradl on that fubjeft *. If gales may bp 
fa^d to be redolent of fweets and flowers, 
as they certainly often arc, why not of 
Spring ? If of Spring, when we fpeak to the 
imagination, which is clearly dope here, 
how is it driving tl^eexprefljpq more beyonfj 
common' apprehenfion to fay, Gale^ V^dolenf 
of Joy and yotfth? Common zpprch^niion, I 
ifhould rather thin|f , eafily cpoibincs youtjf 
and joy with freftj and fragrant gales ; and 
it is matter pf woijder that even the fafti-» 



^ Yid. Gray V Letters, let. iv. fca. 3. 
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4I011S noftrils of the Scholar and the Crhic 
ihould refufe to inhale odours at once fo 
patural and agreeable : it is an idea new 
Jndeed, but one which the mind eafily 
4(}mjts^ aod retains with pleafure. 

OfthcOdeon Adverfity Dr. Johnfon 
fays. Of this piece, at once poetical and 
rational f I tvill not, ly flight objeSlions, vio- 
late the dignity. Yet, notwithftanding this 
candid declaration, we fhall find as we 
proceed, that in all Grays Odes there is a 
kind of cumbrv^^ we wijh \ 

fiway. 

But Dr. Johnfon was partial to this 
Ode for a reafon, as far as it goes, I 
acknowledge a very proper one ; though 
the mythology was heathen, the morality 
was chriftian. Thus the Epitaph on Mrs. 
Corbet was the beft of all Pope's. Why ? 
Becaufe Mrs. Corbet was a very good . . 
jYoman, and 

Sflky'd no ?rts, but not to be admir'd. ^ ^ . ; / 

Certainly a very great and rare inftance of 
female excellence, if it were but better 
fxprcflcd, and the lady was pofleflcd of 

perfonal 
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peribnal as well as mental accomplifhm.cnts 
that were likely to attraft notice. But 
what fort of an art docs the mcA Chriftian 
critic Dp. Johnfon ^Jfay^ when he talks 
of his cddnejs (God knows with fuffi- 
cient truth) and his neutraHty^ and then, 
in the proceft of his work, uflicrs in 
the favourite performance of his author, 
the two Sifter Odes, 7fi the ^mnderful wcn^ 
der of 'wonders ? To juftify fuch a defcrip- 
tion it feems neceffary that the poet him- 
fclf fhould have announced thefe compofi^ 
tions to the world in terms anfwerablc to 
th? ric^iculc, with which they are here in-^ 
troduced to the reader. 

In the life ',fomc hardy champions under^ 
took to re/cue them (the Sifter Odes) from 
mgleS},^ and in a Jhort time many 'mere com-- 
tent to be JJ^wn beauties 'which they cwli 
not fee^ in the Critique we find ; by which 
(the two faid Odes) though either vulgar 
ignorance t or common fenje^ univerfalfy re-- 
jeSted themy many have been Jince perfuaded 
to think t hem/elves delighted : a repetition of 
fuch a fneer at fo fmall a diftance, and fo 

flightly 
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fligbtly varied, fccms hardly worthy of 
Dr. Johnfon ; but let it 'be obfervcd, that 
it may perhaps be an eafy matter to per- 
fuade zfew to think themfelves delighted; 
whenever many concur, the author mull: 
have fbme Ihare in promoting the de- 
lufion, especially when this is not the 
efffed of fuddenglar^, or prevailing faihi- 
on ; but the produce of time, and 
mature refledion, Itoiiical expreflions ] 
fliould be true in their original as well/ 
as figurative fenfe, ^a n^ulgar ignorarue 
Mr. Gray, any more than Dr. Johnfon, 
did not Write ; nor is even common fenft 
frequently employed in rejeding Lyric 
Poetry, perfuaded to be delighted with 
its beauties, or folicitous about its defeds ; 
and there was more propriety and Icfs af- 
fedation than may by fome be allowed 
in Mr. Gray's motto from Pindar. 

^mdurtA ffvviTQtfip* — Speaking to thoTe who underfland. 

Tfeou^ he hid hinifelf open to the ri- 
diculous iapplicati on of what immediately 
foilowed^ 
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/« TO TAr iffajpiof , 

vtfTiC«'--*Bttt to the multitude^ they require id- 

terpretation* 

But Dr* Johnfon declares himfelf wil- 
ling, (who can doubt it ?) ta be pJeafed; 
and therefore would gladly find the meflning 
cftbefirjl jlanza of the Progrefs of Poetry. 

Grayfeems in his rapture ta confound the 
images ^fpreading found and running wa- 
ter. A flream of mxx^c may b£ allowed i 
but where does mufiCf however fmooth and 
Jlrong, after having vi/ited the vtvd^^nt valcsi 
rowl down the fteep amain, fo as that 
rocks and nodding groves rebellow to the 
roar ? If this befaid of Mujic it is non/enfe ^ 
if it befaid of water it is nothing to the pur -^ 
pofe. 

It docs not feem to be (aid o^ either, in 
their Arid: and confined fenfes ; but com-* 
paratively of the courfe or falls of great 
rivers, and of mufic, including p6etry, in 
its early and original accepitation. In its 
rapid enthufiafm, quick tranfitions, and 
lofty fubjedts, it rcfemblcs «^ their rowling 

** dovw* 
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^ down the ftecp amain^ and pouring head* 
long inipetuousj and at rocks and nodding 
groves rebellow to the roar/' fo alfo, till 
Dr. Johnfon abfolutcly forbad it, they 
were fuppofcd tg re-echo the tender or 
fublimefong of the poet. 

Vos Coryli tefles et fldnlina, 

Interitum montefq; feri fylvxq; loquuntun 

TieJecafjJ ^anza, exhibiting Mars s cdr \ 
and Jove's eagle ^ is unworthy of further . 
notice. Criticifm difdains to chafe a fchool- 
b(y to his common places. 
This, I believe, is the firft time that apt 
imitation, and an admired one too, of 
Pindar was called the common-place of 
fchool-boy., 

' ^o4he third it niay likewife be objeSted, 
that it is drawn from mythology. 

Poor Mythology 1 Mars then is no 

Ibngcr to ftand for war, nor Venus for 

.love; but it was an ohjedron no poet 

could be aware of ^ for ^hp could forctejl 

that a great critic (hould arife, and pro- 

^flounce this ? There is hardly a fingle 

■compofition of the higher fort of poetry 

G ia 
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in our language, or indeed any other, t# 
which foniething mythological may not b^ 
ohjeSled. 

Idalias velvet green has fometbin^ (what 
thing ?) tf cant^ The ijjea is at leaft not 
an uncommon or a new one. From Chau-*^ 
cer's tranflation of the Roman de Rbfe^ " 
-Mr. Warton has prefented us with 

Sprang up the gt-afs as thick ifett 
And foft eke as any 'veluett. 

An epithet or metaphor drawn from nature 
enfwbles art ; an epithet or metaphor dranjon 
from art degrades nature. 

The remark is impofing ; yet Milton*, 
not. aware of fuch an obje<aion, has 

The arch chemic fun. 

Groves 

• It muft give the adpijrcrs of Milt^a paixj to fee foct 
things applied and imputed to hini at 

Such is hit malignity, that hell grows darker athisfrowti. 
Life of Milton, p. 149. 

That, he thought ^womaH made only for oheJience, a^d man 
only for rehtllion, P. 2ld. 

That, in the diftribution of his houfe there *ivas no hour of 
frayer, either folltary or m)itfi his houfehold^ ergo §mitting 
fuhlie prayer, ke omitted ail. P, 216. 

Ti*t 
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(jroves whofe rick trees wept odorous gu;ns and balm. 
Others whofe fruit, hurnljh^d with golden rind, 
Hiing amiable. .(Par. toft ^\>.Vf^\, z/^().) 

The yr/iargf^ bank with iriyrtlej crown'd. 262. 

On the foft downy bank damajk^ d \y\t\i flowers. 334 

At?d, 

J^ature^fl/«/j her GQjours. b. v. 1. 24. 

In Comus 

Tho, 'violet-emiroider* d vzU, 

And, 

O'er the cowflip's 'mlf^et hcacj. 
That bends not as I tread. 

Tbe^' arch c^hcmic fan** may perl^aps a]>- 
pear barih an4 far fetched, if not obfcure, 
i (}6ubt if the impropriety df the epithets^ 
or metaphors ufed ia the fubfequent in^ 
ftances, ever offended the edmmpH fin/i of 
»ny reader uncorrupted mth Irt^ary pre^ 

^\i^xhe ne'qtr /pared any a/per ity of reproach, pr hrutaTUy 
§finfolenee» P, 196. 

The Interpolation of the Icon Bafilike, by inserting a 
prayer taken from Sidney's Arcadia, andthien charging the 
king with the uie of it, as a heavy crime, p. 1 58, 

*//ir that changes his party hy hh% hum out* ts not mwe ^vir^ 
tftotts than be that changes it by his intsreft. He loaves hini'^ 
felf rather than truth. Life of l^^ilton^ p. 15^' ^^ P*"*/ 
whajdocs the othep low ? 

judices 
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judicesi and by that\ fays Dr. joHnfon, 
muji finally be decided all claims to poetical 
honours. 

The dew bcfpangled lawn is a ccxnmqa 
and faihionable piece of poetical finery if 
nor do we ufually feel Nature degraded^ 
when we hear of the canopy, or the arch- 
ed vault, of heaven. 

Many twinkling was formerly cenfured as 
fiot analogical. 

A reference, I prcfqme, to fome great 
authority, 

^^ JVe may fay many f potted^ hut fear ce 
many fpotting'* It is not more coffimou 
to fay rtja^ny Jpotted than tmny Jpt)tfing j if 
a dibwer^f rain falls x)n^lady*s gown, and 
it is jfaid to be many fpottedr is not tht5 
tain aifo mzny fpottingf Bat why-fhift thd 
vvord ? The one, if it he one, ufed by Mr. 
Gray, is of much eafiet and more natural 
found (no defpiicable teftof poejical exprcf- 
fion) than many twinkled could have been, 
had it applied equally to the poet's mean- 
ing. I fee but one reafon why we may fay 
m^t^yfpofted^'Zn^ not rtizt^y fpottin^, which 

15 
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is that Mr- Gray hath faid, many twlnkllngr 
and not many twinkled: **many twinkling 
f^eet/' after all, may be a mere metathefi? 
for m^ny feet twinkling. This ftanza is, 
however, with infinite candour, allowed tq 
h a ve i n it fomethhig pleafing. 
^ Of the /econd ternary of fianzar^ tbefrji 
endeavours to tellfomething^ and wQuld have 
told it y had it not been crojfed hy Hyperion^ 

Where verbal criticifm will not readily 
fupply an obje<5tion, Dr. Johnfon has re-r 
courfe to ridicule; but how does Hype-f 
Hon crofs the intcpded narratipn of the 
ftanza? He feems, in jhe language of 
Cowley, *' to be well appointed," The 
evils and the clouds of ignorance are fitly 
reprefented by '^ night and her fickly 
dews;*' why may not poetry, that difpels 
them, be called the Morning Star ? 

The fecond defcri^es well enough the univerfal 
prevalence of poetry \ but I am afraid, that the 
conclufiw will not rife from thepreniifes. The car 
vems of the J^orth^ and the plains of Chili are not 
fk^ rejidences of glory and generous ihame. 

The fecond is allowed to defcribe well 
fnou^h th^ uniyerfal prevalence of poetry ; 

an4 
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An J notwithftanding the fears of Dr. 
Johnfon, the conchtjim may fairly e* 
nough be deduced from the premi/^s ; 
glory and generous (hame cannot be reprc- 
lented by thofe who never felt tbeoi : tia* 
tional poetry is certainly rcpfefentativc of 
Its native foil* whatever may have been 
added to the Erfe fragments, however 
they may have been altered or arranged^ 
the hcroifm of t'ingal and Oflian were 
probably fang in the caverns of the north ; 
the Norfe Poetry had ihe fame origin; 
and the hiftory of America gives us no 
caufe to fuppofe that Chili, was not th? 

refidencc of ** glory and generous {hame ;*' 

« 

The unconquerable iniii4> and frecdooi'^ holy flame, 

jire made the charadteriftics pf its inhabit^- 
ants, both by Dr. Robertfon, and th^ 
author of the account of the European 
fettlements. But we muft obferve, that the 
Icfs likely this was to be the cafe, the 
greater was the prevalence of Poetry, 
which could kindle or fcfter fuch fenfk^ . 
tions in the breafts of favages. 

1'be third Jhnza founds big with Delphi, 

and 
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md Egean, and Iliflus, and Meander, and 
hollowed fountain and fblemn found. 
How much bigger than 

Where Ilifus rowls 
His whirpering ftr^am. 

Far. Reg, b. xIt* K 248* 

Or, 

Where on the Egean fhore 
A city (lands. line 238. 

Or, 

By flow Meander'* s m^rgent g>een. 

Or, 

At laft a foft znd/olemn breathing found. line 555. 

Of Milton ; 

Or, the halloni}€d fountain than the 

San&os aufas recludere fontes. 

Of Virgil ? 

Is this the cumbrous J^kndor of which 
the great critic complains ? 

Bis fofJion is at lajifalfe : in the time ofDanti 
and Petrarch, from whtm be derives our Jirfi fchocl 
cf poetry Italy was over -run hy- tyrant power and 
toward vice j nor was our ft ate much better when 
voefirft borrowed the Italian arts. 

How is the polition of the poet falfc, 
Qt proved to be fo by Dr. Johnfon ? Is it 
kfs true, that wc fuccceded Italy in poe- 
tical excellence ; or that 

Latiiim had its lofty fftfit loft, 

bccaufe 
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bccaufc '' Chaucer was ncJt unacquaititedl 
with 'the writings of Dante or Petrarch'' > 
and is it fair to hale the matter of a note* 
into the cenfure of the poem ? If the 
Miifes found us iu barbarifm^ they cama 
t6 conquer it: to have fallen from civili- 
zation and letters, and not to have attain- 
ed to them, were very different fituations. 
Of the third ternary^ the fir fi gives a mythok^ 
gical hirtb of Shakefpearek 

' What Mr. Gray hath /aid of that great 
genius is true i but, in the opinion of 
Dr. Johnfon, not /aid happily.* It is 
however rather allegorical than mytho^' 
logical^ *and the allegory is juft and lively; 
the fidion is little more than that ufed. by 
.Milton, He calls Shakefpearc '* Fancy's 
jfweeteft child/' his poetry, ** wood notes;" 
his writing, ** warbling." Mr. Gray 
ftilcs him, *' Nature's Darling,'' makes him 
receive from her a ** pencil to paint th^e 
vernal year, keys to unlpjck the gates 
of joy, of horror, and of thrilling fears. 

Or cpe the facred fourcfc of fy mpathetic tears." 

^ Vid.^Notc on t^e place in Gray's Poems. ' , 

^ ' * Where . 
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Where is the ^ioh thai is worje ibaH 
ufekfSi the counterfeit that debafes^ of for i 
moment removes, the genuini from our 
6ycs, or our memory ? It refembles Nearly 

Hos tibi dant calamos^ enr accipe Mafae. 

It would have been abfurd thtis to havd 
dharaderifed the powers of Daivid or 
Ifaiiah ; but Shakef[teare^ whofe triiths were 
of a diffetent kind, may be jiiftly repfe- 
fented as the child, the darling, and re- 
ceiving the gifts, 6f Fancy or of Naiiire. 

That art atrocious fad, an affedting cir- 
cumflahce or fituation, ftrikes mod in fim« 
pie narration, aftd lofes its efFefl in orna- 
ment of any . kind, is readily admitted ; 
but the birth of Shakefpeare is' in itfelf 
nothing extraordinary and the etfeds of 
his poetital power are fo various and difFa- 
five, as to exceed the compafs of the rule. 
iThe trutb is indeed ftijicient io fill the 
mindt but (o extenlive, that it required, 
ih fuch a compofitio^n, to be collected into 
ibme point of view, that the mind might 
immediately embrace it. ' 

H tui 
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, But the car (^ Dryden^ wkh its i^o 
courfers, has nothing in it peculiar ; if is a 
car in which any other ritfer fnay ke phctd. 

. It wa$ lefs prefumptuotts than :th^tof 
Milton or Shakefpeare ; of icourfe could 
not be miftakcn for either of thcirs,r from 
yhich Qnly it was here ncceffary to diftin- 
guilh it. The order it JBB- rooyed in 
feems to be the chief thin^g attended 
to; but it was drawn by two courfers 
of aether'eal race, certainly dcfcriptive of 
the force and originality of the gcniqs 
of Dryden, and who muft fpurn at the 
ignominious load of Blackmore, though 
raifed into the feat on the Atlanteaa 
ftipuldexs of Dr.Johnfon. But what was 
to follow made it Itfs neceifery to Uboor 
the defcription xd the car : 

Hark, fiis haftds the lyre Explore ! 
•Bright-cy'd'Pancyhovfcfiflg o*fe»^ 
Scatters from her pi6bur'd urn • 

Thoughts ^at breathe^ and words that burii* 

The -Bard appears^ at tkejirfi wVw, f9 hk 
iH A^arotti and others kmieremerktdi tm 
imitation of tbepropbeey^ cfNwetis^ 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



'[ is ) 

The teftimony of Algarptti > very ho- 
.nourable; 

Buf t9 Copy is le/s than to invent* 

What was juft before HP imitation is 
BOW Ctfpy } and to copy is kjs than to in-- 
V€ht. The prophecy of Ncrcus has been 
fo often imitated^ that it is become almoft 
a fpecies of compofitiort j and fuch an imi- 
tation as Mr. Gray's is fcarccjy oeai;er to 
its fuppofed original than one tragedy is to 
Unotlier. 

The copy alfo bas been unhappily produced 
at a wrong time. ^heJiSiion qf Horace tjoas 
$0 the Romans credihk ; but its revival dtf- 
gufis us with apparent and unconquerable 
^a^ebood. Incredulus odi. 

Ddes then Dr. Johnfon think that the 

JK^omans believed Nereus to have adi|ally 

I 

htiflied the winds, divided the waves, and 
prophefied to Paris i if ihey did, their 
ifaith muft halve been, as Mr. Gibbon has 
it, of a ^* very firm cottfiiiency." 3ut we 
deny diat tlipte is the fame degree of fiftion : 
the B^rd i$ not a (feOiv^^ The difmay he 
eafisover tfia crefted pridf of Edward id 
tbtf fiftppoied tfkGk of his courage, and 
hir poetic prophecy on the confcience of the 
H z king 
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If lag, not of any fupernatural agency, lik« 
the calm that flopped the Trojan fleet. The 
incredulus odi was wpll applied by Horace to 
theatrical reprefentations that exhibited 
grof^ improbabilities; but had he con-* 
fined himfelf to his own rule$ in his odeS|» 
Jie would neyer have written 

BacchUm ia remptif c^nnina mpntibus^ 
Vidi doccntem. 

TofileSi a ^ngular events and fw ell it tQ 
ifgianfs ffulk by fabulous appendages ofjpec-- 
tres and prediSlions^ has little difficulty^ for 
he thqtforjakes tbf probable may always find 
the marvellous. This is inconfroycrtibly 
true, but to the Bard not fairly applicable. 
He is r)ot^ as has been obferved, himfelf 
a fpedkre; his f}aqgbterpd brethren that 
arp introdpced paf$ only before his own 
cye$, are the creajtpres of his imagination y 
He afjferts only their immortality : ^* they 

. do not fleep/* He relates for them their 
part in the prophecy, they cannot thercT 
fore be fairly called fabulous appendages of 

fpeSires. The prcditlion, I apprehend, is 
flipf an appendq^fi, huf th? hulk of the 
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.poem; the matter is not fabulous; 'an4 
%he introdudory part of it, at leaft ftands 
upon tradition, which is tolerable poetical 
^luthority. 

It hath not been hitherto ufua! to re-, 
quire ftri<a probability from poets, except 
in dramatic reprefentations, nor is lie 
0$arveIlQUs commonly objcdked to any but 
thofc who endeavour IQ deceive, and that, \ 
in fome way equally grofs and ridiculous. 

Mr. Pope, Dr. Johnfon tells us, always 
reproached his adverfaries with their po- 
verty^ their want of a dinner, lodging ia 
a garret, or fome fuch circumftance. The 
fafe with which a thing may be done is 
the favourite objedion of the great critic j 
as if the mind of the writer ought indeed 
always tcf fiocrJi mtb unnatural moknce. — 
J^uhble^ dqubiep toil and trouble. It is per- 
haps never an arduous tafk to feleft any 
fubjeift, the difficulty lies in the execu- 
iCution ; but it hath always been ranked, 
amongft the eafieft atchievements, to dif- 
cover blemifhcs, and ridicule imperfec- 
|ions, ' 

re 
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t Jf^e are affeBed only as tve heUeve ; we aP0 

hf^rcvfd only as we'find Something to be imi* 

tated ^ dicJmed^ 

Let him decide who has read the CaftH 

of Otranto, or the Theodore and Honoria 

.pf Pr)?den, fans friflbncr, upon th^ truth 
^ the firfl: of thefe obfervations : for 

.my own part I become one of the '* pal^ 
afliftants*/' and yet who believes ** the 
fabulous appendage? of fp^reg ?" Of the 
cafe and difficulty of conjpofition, the pro-^^ 

iahk and the marvelhusif the gfnutM add 
the counterfeit 9 the great critio will do 

-well to declaim i but of feeling he fhouM 
have been file^t. He has a mind, to ufe 
his own langu0gc. Better formed to reajhn 

- than to feel -^ and itidced what hath feej-r 
ing to do with the coWnefs of '^the critic^ 

.and the neutrality of tbejlr^znger f We may 
not be improiiedi but if we are delighted, 
affliiSed, terrified, or foothed, totm of the 
ends of poetry h>ve beca hitherto thought 
tP be anfwered. Some critics perhaps will 
think the courage of the Bard, and the 

* The pale affiftants on each other llar'd. 

With gaping mouths for iffuing words prepared. 

Dryden's Theodore and Honoria, 

warmth 
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tvarmth of his concern for the ^' compaat^ 
ons of his tuneful art/' not unfit fisbje^b 
^or the lyre i though fimilar occafion^ of 
imitation do not frequently, occur : that (he 
cruelty of Edward is fomething to be de«^ 
clined, and imputed vengeance for a m«-* 
cllefs and tyrannous deed, defcending on a 
remote pofterity^ if not a truths a leffon 
both moral and politicaK 

His Jianzas are too ktig^ efpecially bis epades^ 
tbe'ode is finijbed before the ear has Uamed its 
meafures^ and confequently before it eon receive 
pUafurefrom their eonfonance and recurrence. 

This is certainly a difficulty that does 
ftot etnbarraft every ear. 

Of the firft ftanza the abrupt bepnning has 
hem celebrated ^^ but technical beauties can. give 
prai/e only to ^e inventor, it is iu the poveer of 
e^ny man to rub abruptly t^ou his fobjeii^ that 
has r(ad the ballad of Jolmtti^Armftrong^ 
, Is there ever a man in all Scotland—^ 

Perhaps hardly any. one ever read the 
]Bar4 who was not ftruck with the open;* 
lag. If an abrupt beginning be allowed 
to hc9Liiautyt it cain hardly be called more 
fe€hni(4tl than a regular exordium: who 

was 
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Was the invent ar may not be ealy to lay^ 
nor intcrcfting to enquire : but it is ccf- 
tainly equally in tht p&wer dfaiiy man to 
rujh abrupt^ upbn his fubjeSl^ to introduce \i 
^with decent eeremorty, or do any other thing,' 
whether he has, or has not read the Bal-^ 
lad of Johnny Armjlrofi^^ 
Is there ever a man, &c. 
In feme one of the lives of t^e Englifh 
Poets mention is made of Horje flay^ I 
htg to know vvbat is this remark, on the 
beginning of the Bard ? Perhaps Dr. Johnfoix 
conceives it to be that badiner he heard fo 
much of when he was at Paris, which 
the elegant Mr. Boyer defines ** manierc 
de parler agrcable et enjoeiee." To criti- 
cifm, I had almoft faid candof, I am furc 
It can claim no alliance. Not ortly th<J 
Bard and the ballad of Johnny Armfirongi 
but the Epode againft Caiiidia ; the *' Illci 
ef nefafto,*' and other odes of Horace, the 
^fitTToy iJLiv tfJ^wp of Pindar, the Penferofo and 
Allegro of Milton j ahd numerous compo-^ 
fitions in various Ways have abrupt begin-'' 
nings i even thofc of left poetical energyi 

Nempc 
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" Ncmpe incompofito, and Pope's *^ Shut, 
fhut the door> to which John Deftnis *• b 
his fury'' never objeaed. 

7be initial nfemblances^ 6f otHterafiofis^ 
ruiii, futhlefs, helm, nor hauberk, are 
Jkslow the grandeur of a pom that endeavours 
atfublimity. 

If the found is facrificed to the fenfe, 
there is good reafon ,t9 complaip of the al- 
literation ; ioitie have thought that ia the 
inilanc^ cited, it ^ives force ^nd rapidity 
to the exprefUon. J will not add that 
Virgil has been faid to have ftudied allite^ 
teralidn, X^r eod^avo^r td vindicate what 
is p^bap^ in general little and af]fbji^ed ; 
but yet I think i( is ^vid^nti tha| in fome 
caft6 at cpdc^rfenc? of iaitials, wbetheir 
fortuitous or defigned, has a pleafing ef-^ 
fca^ 

But is an author hound to! reje(^ ft \i/^fd, 
merely becaufe it allttepatefi with another .^ 
Helm and hauberk, W0 grants appear to 
be preferred for idunfd j- but both ruin and 

♦ ThiMs very remarluWe ijv ^ fewofls, Greqk ppjgr^, 
begkining ^ak^va ^e/— and particularly in lines 7 and 8r 
Vid. Johnfon's ColIedUoa, Ep. 33. i 

'J rutblefs 
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futhlefs arc fo niiuch in their place, that i| 
would perhaps be difHculr^ unlefs immedir 
z,\t recourse can be had to fomc convenient 
old ballad, to fubftitutc two other word§ ^ 
pf equal propriety and force. 

In tbefecondjianza the Bard is well (feme think 
finely) described ; but fn th third we have the pue- 
rilities of objfplete mytholop. When we are told 
that Cadwallo hufli'd the ftprmy main, and that 
Modred made huge Plinlimmon bow his cloud- 
top'd head, attention recoils from the repetition of 
a tale thatj even when it was firfi heardy wa^ 
heard with f corn. 

That «f Cadwallo hufti^d the ftormy 
main/' pr that f* Modred made Plinlim- 
mon bow his cloiid-top'd head/- is a tradi-^ 
tion chat it was iq chara^er for the Bard 
to fupport; as far as Mr. Gray is concerned 
in Ac repetition of it, it (hould be confi- 
dered as ari hyperbole, and demanding 
attention only as fuch ; no man's need be 
>weaficd| qr recoil at a thought that fills 
9^^yjyeo lines 5 the following are ad- 
duced by the Bifhop of London *, in fup- 
port of a fimilar image in Ifaiah, a; ** hign- 
}y poetical /■ 
/m^lt f Notes on Ifaiah^ xlv. 2. Ovid. Amor. ii. i5. 

Af 
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• * * 

. At fos qM fenitt toniidi fdbfidlte fftostes^ 
,£t ftciles carfk valUbas ifie vufii 

Will Dr. Jdhofon tcAtcriid that the Ro-» 
ttianfr ji«lte««d that the tattle fbrgot to 
feedi that Jynlwa were ftupliedj that rivers 
dianged^ or ftdpped their cottrfet . by thci 
Qitfgic p9wer rf fong ? yet Virgil wrote, 

Imniesior bferWum quos eft nUraea juvenca^ 
•-^^QaiMitt ftiipefadde carmiae lyiices; 
^ £t mataU fuos reqmerant floi&ina curfasi 

and. with whatever ihcr^idillity fuch a tal«i 
was at fifft heard» attentioii did not, doey 
Hot^ hor» I believe ever wilU recoil at thtf ' 
repetition of it in fuch lines. 
, Be it as abfuird as it may to fluff poetry 
with gods and goddefies, monfters^ ghoftsi 
^hd giants ; that therefore tnentiOtii bf, alia- 
fion or reference to^ fable or mythology is 
nevtr to be made under pain of extreme ma« 
ledidion, is a law that no man living, not 
even Dr. Johnfoo himfelf> hath a right to 
impofe. Stich a prohibitibh muft put an 
end to all poetical liberty as well as li- 
cence, and foon to poetry itfelf* 

\% Hht 
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, T6i weaving vf tBe wlhdmgj^^ 
rowedi as be (nsfns, (monftrous audacity !) 
Jrom tb^ ndrtBefn ' bards ; birtbeif' t (if fare 
howeoer was wfyf roper fy ibe }w9rk'of{femah- 
powers, as tbe art of JphmngrtbetbYeai^^^ 
life in auoiber mytbokgy. ' . > 

Why Dr. Johnfon' {hodd hete^tdmit 'of* 
degrees of propriety, in whJ^t, upon all 
other occafions, he condemns as totally 
improper, is xioil cafily feeti, unlefe it be 
for the purpofe, of degrading h^s author by 
the comparifon;, but as tKe* iciehce of 
weaving is in the fequeT to be difcuffedi 
• (for the plain truth, and the reality of the 
texturei is warmly infifted upon) arci nof 
mcn^ as well as womeUf employed at the loom I 

- But thvft is always dangerous. 

\Vhat vvas jaft l)efore $orrb^ing,zM fhat 
ack'novvledged too, i^ h6\^ downright tblf}, 
which is a/wm^'s /^a^geroti'}, futh i^ ft rikti 
deferves to b? handed fbf kt leift; but 
Ills puniilinieht follbws. 

.Gray has wade weavers of bis rjlaughtered 
hards hy afiClion out rations and incongruous. 

It 
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It hasbfien already replied in part to this 
objeiftion, that the flaughtered Bardis are 
only brought into adtion by the imagina-^ 
tlon of their furviving companion, and, 
erne wpul4 think, properly enough, as ideal 
ijoftruments of vengeance on their royal 
murderef. "No reafbn is given why the 
fidlion is incmgruous, bur that the weavers 
a/e mem ' Ifaiah * makes weavers of the 
whole Jewifla nation, and by a fidion, 
which the great critic might call outrage^ 
Gus and incongruous^ i\\t weavers of a fpi- 
dcr's web. But if the fiction of the poet 
be indeed incongruous, the cenfurc of the 
critic is furely outrageous. 

They are then called icpon to weave the, warp, / 
and weave the woof, perhap with fw gregi /pro- 
priety 5 for it is'hy troffing the ^roofwith the warp' 
tbiitmen w^ave the web or piece. 

However little minds may he delighted 
with fuch ati objearon from a great man, 
the Candid will, I hope, allow, that the 
warp and the woof being conftituent parts, 
of the web or piece, they may, without 
any violent abfurdity, be'faid to be woven. 
Half of the bbjfeition vaniflies from thofe 

who 

Jfaiah, chap. lix. v. 5. 
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who know that Milton more than once ufe^ 
woofiot the wieb or piece; for Poets and 
Bards i though weavers by profeflion, may 
be allowed fome latitude in the terms of 
art. But if Mr. Gray's Ikill in weaving 
muft neceflarily be proved, it will fuffici- 
cntly appear from the following extract 
of the Fatal Sifters. 

Glittering lances are the loom. 

Where the djilky. wa;'p wc flrain^ 
Weaving many a foMier's doom, 

Orkney's woe, and Randvcr's bane* 

See the griefly texture grow ! 
* Tie of human entrails made ; 
And the weights, that play below. 
Each a gafping warrior's head. 

Shafts, for fhuttles, dipp'd in gore. 
Shoot the trembling cords along ! 
Sword, that onee a monarch bore, 
* Keepr the tiiTue clof& and (Irong. 

Where though Dr. Johnfon admits the 
texture tp be proper^ it is oi the moft dif- 
gjufting kind; while the general idea a- 
dpptcd, borrowed, 01 Jlolen from it in the 
Bard, is awful and tremendous. 

Dr. Johnfon himfelf in his Diftionary 
gives us Texture and Cloatbr as the fecond 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 67 ] 

fcnfc of "woof^ and with it two authorities 
from Milton, and one from Pope. But 
what if after all the critic fliould have 
himfelf b^r^ mifreprcfcnted the terms, of 
the art, which he infinuates the poet 
ufes improperly ? for in a new didionary 
of arts and fcienges in folio, publifhed by 
jEIinton, in St. Paul's Church-yard, in 
?75i, I find the following account of the 
warp and the nsjoof; 

<« Warp, in the majiufadlures, is the 
threads whether of filk, wool, linen, hemp, 
jScc. that are extended lengthways on th? 
T;veaver's Jpoms, aqd acrofs which the 
Tvorkman by means of his fhuttle pafles 
the thread? of the wpof, to form a cloth^j 
fibband, fuftian, or other matter. 

*' Wgpf, jimopg manufadurers, the 
threads which the wcavefS fhoot acrof3 
with an inflr^mcnt called a fhuttle, be- 
tween the thread? of warp, to form the 
w^b." So that it is hy crojjing the warp 
with the woof 9 and not the woof with the 
warp (as Dr. Johnfon has afferted) that 
fnen w^ave the web or piece. If ufage and 

authority 
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fiuthority will juftify the weaving, of the 
•K^oif, it (hould fcem, from the above ex- 
tra<a, that the warp may, with itill greater 
propriety, be faid to be woven, as the 
ground-work of the piece, and being a£t- 
ed upon by the woof, I am ready to 
believe this perverfion of fafts or words 
arofe not from palice, but, inadvertency, 
and that, no farther culpable of ridiculous 
than as falfely objc<aed tO another; I will 
pot therefore make ahy 0f the dd alltt- 
fions to another fort ofweb above men- 
tioned. Thd doftof refemblesf mbfc the 
tyrant of the f oneft, than the infe<ft 6f tho 
bufh or thp chambcf j yet I think he may 
fairly be apcufed of ** % catchirtg," when 
he defccnds fo fuch itiinutiae of cfitictfm as 
arc djfplayed in the Life of Gray : a fingic 
bad line migh^ have pfcaped him, not- 
withftandtng w? find; 

Tbefirfi line was dearfy bought by the a4m}£l6n 
tf its- wretched fsrre/pettdent, Give ample room 
and verge enoiigh. He has, however^ »» otbir 
line as had. 

But this being the cafe, it vt^as not very 
psmdid to fiogle it out for an objedion ; 

the 
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(fae faulC was not of that prodigtbits cxiiiit 
It! ataotber place * we find the Dodtor niior^ 
candid, and admitting that an imperial 
crown canmt ie one aintinuidJiamndi tbi 
gems muji bi held together fy fome lefs vak^ 
able matter i 

Cccttio?laatoq; icAkit Roinaiii^s adenptam^ 
Virgilio Vtripque? 

A bad line is foitietimeSi it ricceflkry ve- 
hicle^ bt corre^ondenft to a g6dd one ; 
but 5yhy i$ thi$ a, bad> a ^ritcbid cotrt^ 
Jpondent to the preceding Hxie ? It is prd- 
nounced rather than! pf&vedi io^ti there*- 
foref, may be contumacious enough to hold 
with Mn Gnkji that fuch ** a bad yerfc 
is is g<K>d a things or a belter/ than the 
beft 0bferration eter made upon it/'* 

l^be tbird/ianm cf the fecond terncHy is 
fopfmende^^ Itbits^^ bey arid its rnerit. 

I thank fiot; jod tbofilgh tny opinioti 
<:anii0t: be €onfiiic^;ed as a^coontcrpoife to 
\>U Jiohnfon'ai.yct whcathe reafon is aif- 
£sne4^ «ame|yi *• /ifrif/ ibt fi^rfon^cation 

^ Ltfeof i%^ea^ Tr.lji 
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is indiflinSi^' I will venture in the flatted 
mdhner. to contradid the aiTcrtipn : the 
iines arc^ 

' "^ Fell thirll and hunger icowF * 

-• A baUfWlhukupairti>ei£Mffledgiicft, ' »^ 

Where is the ccnfuficJh oi pcribns ? Was 
the poet to flop in his career^ and load his 
poem,, already in the id^ of the great 
critic, Jwollen to a gianfs bulk^ With* the 
defcription of hunger aad famific ? fias^ 
Virgil done fo ?, Let the reader jwigc: ; 

- '.' vETt'-motos et nralcfuada fotnes ct turpis cgcftais, • 
TcrribUes^rifi^ fdrmx^ letu^aq; la:borq; \ ' ' 

^ And f^r .ffid hoRger, that 4ie wetcK to \Xf 

Perfuadcs, and fqrdid poverty,; — alllbrm& ., 

" Of afpe^ horrible, and death and pain. ' 

i; ' ** •. > ' . * ' . • 

JVyhere xk^^ perfonificatim; c^^tio^'h% 'fafd 
to ht hidiJiinSif and yet ofthc- four things 
pcrfonified, three of them are merely enu- 
merated; the other two have epithets 
which they might,; without violen^^,- ex- 
change ; ami are feap, hunger, * ^dverty, 
death and labour^^ or borrow, -rabr? ^>^ 
ihm thrji and huhger' ?* Ovid ♦ ifad^d'has 

'"^^ y* minutely 
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itiinW^y'^cfcFlbcd hunger' ip' pb Wa'than 
nine ilrf6§ f- had Mr^Xjtky imitated hioi 
rather than Virg'U, he might have ^t^n 
juttiy^eprchihfibre {oifweltifig Bu wor^ to, 

fJbdh to ihvenfczhd'' Mr.'' Gr^y ie^iivs to 

h^ve in^'tat^r ^^l^^'^^,i /^i?^f^>/4^ i^^^» 
wh^n ever in; the eyes of ' f)r. Jonnfoiu 

paipi^c of the firft cited author : .a .^^.n^^ .i 

Regincoiuxucforiiram maxima jjix'ta ^. . ^. ^ 
-skcc4lAtH<»iBiSibtept3&llfeVcoatm^ent^ ; '' 

^We'^df^ 'foU»' m'/j^e^fame ^anzal low 

• TtJ^>S piprhjlps' ■(iahnot; ifi'fif lia'jifopn- ] 
cty be faid to be ife(§vi^t^V\^hen'itTVi:bfefi^' 

dered that jaws arc gjiy.?|l tl&'. tfeo^-^ojofe * 
that the grave is accufed of being gree^y^ 
of devouring and fwallowing; that the^ 
T«M»fei*4ilffr«feen the fceneoTdiurdcroamc- 

.-'.'- v:)n-.Uyijgi.«.i^04.-- ■''--'--'^'•- 
• '•'*• K2 dered. 
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4eredf perhaps the cxpwffion <nay jBQ1^>5 
thought to dcfervclhc mark of gUiring ab-. 
Turdity. , . .. 

ButTwi/fno Jon^erJj^k/qrfdrik 
faults. ' 

|n ihcn-cfoltttcclcmcp^^ 
\t he abundgptlflcU pf t^A. 

C] 

Chjsi (A]pnrved% that tbeoSem^ 
h dwitb an (iSUon of better example i , 

IfUtfakldf^^^^ be^^^/fpitbout "e^pehce 

^thought. • •' '' " *^ 

To which I reply, J^gl thcfe was no 
call fpr tkcifkpfrae ^^SwijAf y fttftlc^'H^S 
not i|iJthi5 Bard maiitt^r of ; e^a^^^ 
unhajjpy*iaan, pureed by the Mobdy'idte- 
crees of Edward^ rpfhes ipto his ^Kf^p^^ 
an4 prpphe^es' to \xiva (he vengeance. rJSrr • 
ferved for ^\9 crucltyi^ ih^^cfft^ ofthjs j&^ 
hia ^fjfjicncc was diSbrept,: ; ' . : _ J v : 

B««^ _;:.• .. . , :,,.; : _ ,, .- •.. 

To argu, cjieA MordaM;]^ |n4 P9!»?I»*d ^ 9iwe^Jw*t 

'prn^ "^m ^lerefbfeiiti^ afteriratJvtf. He 

m»^ Plf)??r I?? t?$c4 m.\}>fi^ l»ncc« of the 

foldlerc 
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hitn from the infobnie« iiinI tfac\$yvf YMx 
i8|j jfea»ethio^-\iA bis dhoicW -^t >-rd^^'>' 

- '^ • V i - mu'd'ft Ihnn a ye?r » 

*''Tfiaf he tejirclents this ag matter of t^i-^ 
tf*lii, TS tHe ffatdral efTcift'oJPite ipirlPof 
^tr Chin€t€p i like tJie Bacchus of Hot, 

^»i/\ ku' : .uir.-^cr.. . ;:*-^ \ :ni^ to ^* i, :-i 

I&t^ fewd t; liiOfiaf ? iriors ultima linea re/um .' 
. ^rdtfidi|ip^fiTd:p>lfib4^earu)he\*H I ! : : - - '* 
'^ ^ • . - ^ - - •» »> 
T>5^y? pi/<?> are marked iy^litjerins: accu\^ 
mutaUon^ of [ungraceful ornaments -, tbey,^ 
Jtnkkf rather than fteafei we'maget a^^ 
magnife4 by ^J^eSlatiqn y the language is ta^ 
boured into fdrf^t^fl^, 7l>t mitd if the- ivri- 
teti^ems to work with unnatural violence. 
Double, dopblc, toil and trouble. Hf 

Bj: a kik4 ^ffrf^itiffg 4wy^ ^^ v '^^^ 

^ ; ^ h 
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iywaJkiifg m^t^.. His ^rtahdintj^i 
S^^rt m. vijiie^ andtUreU im little o^ ' 
ftaxa/itce t^ eufi brnatnre^.' ■ i ^-.'.^ - d-.y-i 
My pFoceAi.h«9 ndw teougbt.ate to the; 
'mUttderfui fonder.:: ^. wonders^ < t mean ; t)|tf ; 
abov? fwrowtionof Dr. Jtjhnfoh's.phUippic . 
upon Mr. Gray f ofwhk^-htf ftiiift pei'mii 
roe to attcnpt a njoft bujqijble parody j and 
to fay of this p^ar^, as w<slla«.:thp. whde 
of his obfervfttions bnthe works tjf tjlat 

• -WarkBd. with 

? the |g;no«aiit^. 

e envious:, thp^ 
** faults of the poet are magnified by decla- 
** mation j '^the harfhncft 6i the cenfur^ Is 
** not foftcned by the delicacy of the lah- 
" guage :.the mind of the writer feemsfo 
" be clouded with fome unaccountable 
^i prejudice, pr agitated with unnatucat^^ 
«' iplcen ; * " , , 



*fioil and bubble^ 



.- " Forieharmafpowcrfd trottble*. * 

• This charm (vid.* Macbeth, aft iy. ft. i.) . fccms to 
have \2ii 9 firong tiFea on Dr. Jbhnfon/ No'thiiig lefr 

than 
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** He aflumes dignity from the cpntcmplj^ 
; .":tion of the fuppofed defers of others, 
*' and IS tall by ftanding f . on the afhes <f 
"' the dead : his. art and liis ftru^le are 
^* ievery where viilble : tierc'is .too little 
" appearance of eafc or natyrei s|nd none 
^* of candour or' of .feeling.'^' ' 

'tojay t^af he Bas noleautiis^ woutdit 
wtjuti: a ma^lihbim^ of great learning 
and great indujlry[couU'm but produce Jbmr 
thin^ valuable.^ . " ' '' " ] ' ' ' 

, S'p'thcn the teaufies of A^y.^Or^y-are 
merety the fruits of mdujiryand karnin^i 
.genius has n« part in -them, , But is it a 
truth, that induftry and learning, in any 
degree whatever,, muft pro^upp Jopiething 
Yj^u^hle? Jn, a. German comnicntator per- 
hap^ ttiey may; but in, an. o^c \yriter this 
brilliancy prth^uc, ,eff?ja f??^^ ^^ouhtfb?. 

'dkn'oiiifAtrAptoxAi, I am peffaade4; hkve idraWn from 
-a jxm lifee hk, %h vkftryaiioni « th*fe;te fib^ij fprtk >a 
the writings of Mf. Qray^^ 

f f have avoided the cbmnion word 'iralnpiinl,httveXt I 
wold iot be «natjr af ifte afptr^ 4^iipna<Sky»r thi AitOt. 
bty ^.^/^f*..'. whatever ,libertie!»..my,fRfcjea par, have 
led me to tafce with the criticifm of Dr. johhfijn, I meaa 
Botftrioufly to acwfettm^ijf any thirigWirWrina^ 






. Y^- 
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It is knou^nV libwcver, that ' the induftflr 
'of Mr. Cray was employed to the very l^ft 
iii acquiring . knowledge, and gratifyiqj 
literary curiofity ; and that no nian*s pp-* 
ctry fiowed more froai the impulfe o( the 
moment, or the occalion than Mr. Gray'^. 
, Mis t n.and Weljh 

Tp'etry c .. \, . ! . . 

if thi| )i tlie defcent 
<5f Odir s, except the 
vifit of Saul ,tQ the witch of £ndor, "tiherc 
is hardly any thing, in any lapguage, more 
'fublinie ?; but, * ~ 
" "^hd Idngiidge y unlike the language of 
^iher'pdefs/ " ' .' 

Mr. Gtay, I believe, rbjigioufly gpve^rn- 
*cd himfellf'by authority/ the teeming Ui^- 
^ularities 6f cxpfeffion ih his works, ai;o 
generally toije found in fovtitot&er poet'. " 

Put if .V the thrilling ver|i? that wakc3 
thc^deadr-or '^ the hollow found that ii^ 
f^es frona the tomb,** be ppt conveyed in 
4:be ordioacy^ tn^es of expr eifion j if thofe 
ufcd are;'^fc1a$rfe|ible neither for harfhncf^ 
florrobifc^^;!^^^ hqw j^.J^ftp pbjcdt^n, if 
it be true, that the language is unlike the 

language 
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Uagm^ot other Poets ? btit {\itr6 U i 

two-edgecf iWof d in the heroic hand of 

Dr* JoHnfon, if his author refembles an*i 

other however diftaiitly. To copy is kfs tbati 

to int^enti fteaKng is dttvays dangerous i if 

he aims at originality, bis langudgt is mi 

the language of other poets i before thifi 

be admitted as a good obje<ftiorti efpecially 

where fingukr fubjedts are treated^ let it * 

be confidered what poet, in any degree 

eminent, does fpcak the IdngUdge bf 6ther 

poets? 6oc$ Milton f does Drydert? does 

YoungiOt tTionlpfon ? Siriee Pope, indedd Vic-ynJ^i 

his^ lirfguage has been generally followed, 

as the moft eotred ; but wd know of no 

abfoltite prohibition to deviate fronfi his 

manner of cxprefBoA. After all has if not 

been faid of the writings of all countries^ 

that the language of every Poet is as afc-^ 

pirate language ? 

In tie cbaraSier of hii Etegy t rejoice fa 
concur ^itb the common reader-, for by tbe 
^ntfnon fenfe of readers uricorrUpted lOitb li^ 
ier dry prejudices^ after dll the rejinetnents of 
fubttlty^ and tbe dogmatifm of learning i mu$ 
be' finally decided all claini to poetical honours^ 
~ L "Xbt 
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Jbe Church-Ykrd abounds iffhh imagff 

jwhicbjind a mirror in every mindt and with 

fentiments to ivbicb every bofom returns an 

echo, ibefour flanzas beginning Yet even 

thcfe bones are to me original: Ibave never 

feen tbe notions in any otber pl<Ke \ yet be thai 

reads tbem here, perfuades bimfejftbat be has 

always felt tbem. Had Gray written often 

tbusy it bad been vain to blame, andufekfs 

topraife bim. 

Men, fays Dr. Johnfon in his life of 
J>ope *, arefeldom fatisfed with praife up- 
troduced* orfollowedt by any mention oj de- 
JeSl. Mr. Gray then is but little obliged 
to him for this mark of acquiefcence with 
the general opinion of the Elegy in the 
Church-yard ; but it may be fairly ^juefti- 
oned, if, upon his own principles, hi« praife 
is properly beftowed ; the Elegy indeed 
abounds with images, which find a mirror 
in every liberal mind, and witb fentimenfs 
to wbicb every tender bofom returns an ecbo» 
But it is not lefs remote from the com- 
mon, ilyle of poetry than the Bard itfelf* 

• Page izt. 

< . had 
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liad not tafte and fenfibility pointed out its 
beauties^ vulgar ignorance might have re^ 
Je^^d, and commmon fenje overlooked the 
fine reflexions it fo naturally and fo ftrong- 
ly prefcnts to the mind ; and fbe language 
is unlike the language of other pbets. I mean 
npt to ^xufe Mr. Gray of borrowings imi^ 
fatingf copyit^f orjleqling ; hut I think thcfe 
are paflages that bear a diftant refemblancet 
or rather relatipn^ to fomethings in tbefqt{r 
Jiangs that are to Dr. JohofpW original*. 

Te (pedlem fuprema nihi cnm venerit hors^^ 
Te teneam monens deficiente manu. 
Thcc may I.dyiAg fee before me iland, 
^n^ fpndiy grafp tbee with vff failing band. 

Thofe graves w}th bending ofiers boiind. 
That namelefs heave the crumbling groand| 
Quick to the glancing thought difclofe^ 
Where Toil and Poverty repofc. 
The fl^ Smooth ilones that bear a narne^ 
'J'|e chisel's flend^r help to fame, &c. 

f^rnilTi Night PUu^ . 

Per-p 

* I have often thought that the death of Chryfoftom.. 
the Story of Cardenio* and the converfations of Don 
Quixote^ with the Goatherds, have in fome way or other 
contributed to the ^legy in the Church- Yard. Though 
ChryfoAom die« for love, and is buried in the defert inflead 
of the church-yard, and Cardenio is a downright madman, 
and th^t for love alfo;^ yet there ie^ms tQ be a refemblance 

which 
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Perhaps il; would not be eafy to producf 
^ny ai^thpr^ who hath p/f^n writtien, at 
Mr. Gray has done, in die Elegy in t^ 
Church-yard^ The compofltion is unique 
In its j^ind. Nptwithftanding, I am in? 
dined to thinl;:^ that it will ftill be vaiff 
to bkme I that it is ujelefs fo fraifry may 
bo fuppqfed from Pr. Jphnfon's vtry- fpa- 
rlng cQrpmendatiqns f it is^ perhaps^ fu?> 
perfluous, I hope noj pref^qaptuoiis, tp 
defend him<r 

wluch at Uaft would make me ftippofe Mr. Qray to )iar$ 
|)eeii a great reader of Cervantes, 

fiard by 700 wood, now frailing as ia fcpm^ 
Muttering Ua wayward faocies he would tpvt^ 

)^ow drooping^ woef&l wan^ like ome forlorn* 
Qt cfa^'4 witli care^ op crof^'d in hopf Ief3 JioyCf 
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X AM happy to find fo abk an advocate oq 
the fide of Mr. Gray as Dr, Warton. In the 
^rft volume of his Eflay on the Genius and 
Writings of Pope, h? fpcaks of ** the ww«- 
farah^ Elegy written jn a Country Church- 
Yard." In his Tecond he quotes, with no 
fmall degree of appirohation of the Ode, and 
the choice of the fubjeft. the paflage in the 
Pard, fo much reprobated by Dr. Johnfon, 
fis founded on a tale fif)ik( repetition of which 
ptention recoils. 

C0I4 is Ca4wa)lo'$ tongne, kc 

Vi4. Tol. ii. p. »4 of Wanton'* Efliy, 

Where Dr. Johnfon difdains to trace the 

JcbpoUbey to bis common-place^ Dr. Warton 

^n4$ ♦* beautiful lines, clofcly tranOated from. 

• the 
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tht firft Pythian Ode, which dcfcrjbc the 
power of mufic/* 
Ph fovcreign of the willing foul, 4^.^* 40. 

Again, 

•• When Gray publilhed his ex^uijfe Ode 
on Eton College, his firft publication, little 
notice was taken of it; but I fuppofe no cri* 
tic can be found that wiU not pjace it^ far 
above Pope's J^aftorals."' — (p- 292.) And 
he concludes his nioft cptertaining book with 
aflerting, that " ?ope has writtpri nothing in 
aftrain fo truly fublime as the Bard of Gray/*', 

Living in a deep and diftant retirement, 
I can with great truth alErm, that I did not; 
fee a pamphlet intituled, *• A curfory Exa* 
mination of Dr. Johnfon's Striftures on the 
Lyric Performances of Gray," till my own 
was written ; which the Examination, had it 
been more full, would have fuperfeded -, but 
as the author had only examined the Doc-s 
tor's Strictures upon the Progrcfs of Poetry 
and the Bard, I thought the fubjeft ftill open 
to a new publication, on 'a diflferent, and 
rather larger plaa 

Far 
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For the fame reafon, I know not whether 
the Verfca by Mr. Garrick, on Mr. Gnay^s 
Odes are in any mifcellany. They are this 
mooi^nt put into my hands ; on enquiry 
1 find them to be thofe mentioned by Dr^ 
Johnfbn," and as fuch they arc here given 
to the reader. 



To Mr. GRAY, 

On hhJl ODES. ('A^ fi^^H^ 

REPINE not. Gray, that our weak dazzled eye$ 

Thy daring heights, and brightnefs, fhun, 
Howfew can track the Eagle to the'fkies; 

Ott like Him^ gaze upon the Sun? • 

II. 
The gmitle Reader loves the gentle Mufe, | 

That little dares, and little means, f 

I Who humbly fips her Learning^ from Reviews^ ' 
! Or flutters in the Magazines. 

III. _ 

No longer now from Learning's facred Store 

Our Minds their health, and vigour, draw ; 
HoMBR, andPiNDAa> are rever'd no more> 
Nq more the Sta^riu is Law. 

IV. 
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Tbo* nurft by thefe, in vain thy Mufe sippt^^sg 

To breathe her ardors in our Souls ; 
Is vain to fightlefs Eyes, and deadened Ears, 

The Light'ning gleams^ and Thander rolls* 

' .; .: ' ' ■. ■:' -^ 

Yet droop not, Grat, nor quit thy Heav'o-bom ar^ 

Again thy wond*rous Powers reveal ; 
Wake flamb'ring Virtue in the Brit$M*stkkr^^ 

And roufe Us to reflect and feel. 

VI. 

With antient Deeds our long-chilPd Bofoms ire, 
Thofe Deeds which mark Eliza^s reign; 

Make Bpi^ons Greeks^ again ; Then ftHkf the Lyre^ 

And FiKDAH ihdU notiing in vain« 
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